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look with much favor; he was bothered with too many
would-be geniuses. And thus ended this romance of the
Florida wilderness.

One day in the summer of 1841 a number of Indians
came to the post accompanied by a negro named Joe, who
spoke English. -They said they had been sent in by the
famous Seminole Chief, Coacoochee, or Wild Cat, and
showed a passport signed by General Worth who had suc-
ceeded "General Taylor in supreme command at Tampa.
They said that Coacoochee himself was close by and would
come to the post "if it was all right." Major Childs said
it was all right, and sent Sherman with eight or ten
mounted men to accompany Joe, and one Indian, to bring
in the great chief. Six or seven miles away they found
Coacoochee, a handsome young Indian of twenty-five years,
and a dozen other warriors, and invited them to go to the
Fort. They had some little difficulty in persuading them
to do so, but finally Coacoochee dressed himself in all his
finery and went to the Fort. There he said he was tired
of the war and wanted to go with his people to the Indian
Territory, but he wanted rations for a month, which time
it would take to get his people together for the journey.
This was agreed to and then the great chief got gloriously
drunk. A few days later*- he went away, but frequently
sent back messengers for more whiskey and provisions.
At the end of the month he was but little nearer ready to
travel than before.

A council was accordingly called, at which Coacoochee be-
came drunk again. Then Sherman and some of his men
put the whole party in irons, and they were promptly
shipped off to the Indian Territory. Among Sherman's
associates were Lieutenants Ransom, Ord, George H.
Thomas, Field, and Van Vliet, all of whom afterward
attained distinctionwhich Sherman did notgineer* . * ,ve ever spwt, even to me, who t9d; rrotovercoat so full that his form, seemed smaller thantest."    So Mr. Ew-
